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Mr. Dean Gould
BP,AC Environmental Coordinator
Marine Corps Air Station El Toro
Base Realignment and Closure
P.O. Box 51718
Irvine, California 92619-1718

DRAFT TECHNICAL MEMORANDUM, EVALUATION OF OPERABLE UNIT (OU) 1
ALTERNATIVE 8A WITH RESPECT TO NATIONAL OIL AND HAZARDOUS
SUBSTANCES POLLUTION CONTINGENCY PLAN (NCP) CRITERIA.
MARINE CORPS AIR STATION (MCAS) EL TORO

Dear Mr. Gould:

The Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) reviewed the technical
memorandum dated April 2001 and received by this office on May 1, 2001. The

· technical memorandum describes Altematlve 8A, a new alternative that was developed
to remediatevolatile organic compound contamination in the regional groundwater
identified as OU-1, Installation Restoration Program Site 18at MCAS El Toro. The
technical memorandum also evaluates the alternative with respect to the nine NCP
evaluation criteria and compares the alternative with those previously identified in the
OU-1 Interim Action Feasibility Study Addendum (Jacobs Engineering Group, 1996).

After revieTMof the document, DTSC has the following comment:

Table 2, Overview of Remedial Alternatives and Table 3, Simulated TCE Plume Area in
the Principal Aquifer'After 20 Years: According to Table 2, the treatment rate for
Alternative 8 is 4,400 gpm and for Alternative 8A is 2,500 gpm. Then the estimated
TCE Mass Removed in 20 yearn under Alternative 8 is 13,200 poundsand under
Alternative 8A is 14,000 pounds. Further, in Table 3, the area of the plume in the
pdncipal aquifer with TCE concentrations greater than 5 ug/L after 20 years is 979
acres for Alternative 8 and 1,073 acres for Alternative aA.
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The area of the TCE plume appears to decrease proportionally with the treatment rate.
For example, after 20 years, the area of the plume decreases more under Alternative 8
than Alternative SA. However, after 20 years, the amount of TCE mass removed is
greater for Alternative 8A (14,000 pounds) than for Alternative 8 (13,200 pounds). :
Please clarify the apparent inconsistency in the text.

If you have any questions, pleasecontact me at (714) 484-5395.

Sincerely,.

Triss M. Chesney, P.E.
Remedial Project Manager
Southern California Branch
Office .ofMilitary Facilities

cc: Ms. Nicole MOutoux
Remedial Project Manager
U. S. Environmental Protection Agency
Region IX
Superfund Division (SFD-8-1)
75 Hawthorne Street
San Francisco, California 94105-3901

Ms. Patricia Hannon
Remedial Project Manager
California Regional Water Quality Control Board
Santa Ana Region
3737 Main Street, Suite 500
Riverside, California 92501-3339

Mr. Gregory F. Hurley
Restoration Advisory Board Co-chair
620 Newport Center Drive,Suite 450
Newport Beach, Calif0mia 92660-8019

Ms. polin Modanlou
MCAS El Toro Local RedevelopmentAuthority
10 Civic Center Plaza, 2r_Floor
Santa Ana, California 92701
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